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Summary 


How has the upheaveal of World War II been felt in a ee inland community 
of the Northern Great Plains? How has its modest destiny been involved in 
these momentous events? Externally the gow 4 shows little of the.effects 
of war. Although the tempo of life has increased Salas ene fy for the most 
part the people continue in the even tenor i their w Most .of them do 
economize time, plan their work carefully and work eee hours; they have less 


leisure and get less recreation. There have been no food shortages, but, re-. 


strictions on machinery, supplies, and transportation have brought problems; 
and seasonal farmelabor shortages have been Bol Diy, t ae” 


Cpe limited in its, services aud most fanilies have depended upon Minot 


for some shopping goods for.‘many years This service pattern does not show much 


change since the’ war bégan. The tae has lost a few services - 2 doctor, 

a hardware store, a tailor, a weekly newspaper - and there. are,no longer yegilar 
shows. Orgonizations have;not.changed much, Farm and ranch families have had 
several favorable years -1959-44; incomes have been good, some tenants. have 


‘become owners, and many owners have added sood tracts to their land. To pay in 
‘ ’ YF 5 


full for a good farm with tho: proccods frdm a single year's crop is not unknown. 
Twenteone operators hive moved off farms in the community since 1940; twelve. 
have started forming. The differonce between the number coming in and the 
number going out of agriculture represents the establishment of ot farms. 
Fourtson out: of 34. sample pars increased thoir combined acreaze by more than 
Dy ,000 acres. 


Through favorable crop yo: ars. tho farmers contributed subst antics .lly to the 
war, Tho community participated in many other ways. vee 70 to 80 of the young 
people were in the armed forces at the time of the survey (May 1944); several 

had been reported as war casualties, Others marricd haat mombers of the military 
SOPVIC OSs represent eT in the communi ty. 


. Bede ia Lincoln, Nebraska 
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Intensive use of manpower has helped the war effort. This has meant constanty 
planning, improvising, and noighborhood cooperation, Family mombors have added 
many thousand hours of labor to that of regular farm workers. Automobiles, alle 
important in this sparsely populated aroa, have beon used less. Othor trans- 
portation is usually lacking, but this deprivation has been generally accepted 
as necessary. Most families fool closo to the war bocause a member of the family, 
or a relative, or a neighbor's son, is in the service. War drives and educational 
programs of many kinds have been successfully carried out snd scores of people | 
have sorved on committees and as leaders. 


War programs hve been integr.ted with those of other communitics, through 
county, State, and National groups, Local established organizations have sup= 
ported the programs; and radio, newspaper, and display publicity have focused 
attention on them. Many have been sponsored ond coordinated through the Ex- 
tension Service. 


This rural community shows a notable stability in its basic behuvior pattorns 
in depression and in war as in good times and in peace. Traditionally, rural 
people readily make adjustments and improvise to meet changing sivuebiohes! It 
is important to recognize this when interpreting the impacts of the war on -— 
family organization and. varticipation. 

The labor force.on the farms has been reduced substantially. Young men who 
went to war were not generally from the smaller farms, but apparently only a 4 
few farmers wore obliged to reduce their operations. In most cascés other members 
of the family and longer days saw the work through, Families had higher incomes, ~ 
chiefly because of good crops ond better prices. TFhese families still produce Py 
most of the meat, milk, eggs, and vegetables used on their tables, , 

Wartime changes in the part taken in programs of formal organizations such 
as churches, the Farmer's Union, and cther groups and in informal activities - 
-¢lubs, parties, moving picture shows, dances - are“negligible. amily visiting, 
traditional in the community, was slightly less in 1943 than in 1940. Long 
trips. to sea friends or .rela .tives ata distanee, formerly common, have been ; 
discontinued, 


Primary contacts, most characteristic of neighborhood groups, are frequently 7 
community-wide. Service contacts are chiefly with Ryder or with Ryder and Minot. 
-Too small to support strong commercial rocrenation, the community has béen active 
in organized and informal social affairs, Most group programs make provistion for _ 
sociability and recreation, and this has not changed significantly during the war, 


The traditional family farm and home work -customs are mostly unchanged, 
except that the young people and children now halp more and the housewives are 
more likely to do outside work, Working days are longer and the usual seasonal 
intervals of relative leisure are materially reduced, These peaceful farms seom 
well worth fighting for and neighborhood life gives significanco to all human 
cooperation and to the concept of an honest and friendly world, for which their 
sons and their neighbor's sons are now fighting, 
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Introductory 


The Northern Great Plains is a region of farms and ranches, with re- 
latively few important urban or industrial centers, There are no large cities. 
North Dakota is its most exclusively agricultura 11 State and the little town is 
the characteristic rural service center of North Dakota. Modern transportation 
and highways have brought about important changes in the service pattern in the 
State, but the small rural trading center continues to serve many of the social 
and economic needs of the rural population. Farm and ranch fomilies, ‘finding 
it convenient to have services nearby, have supported most of the small busi- 
ness in these communities. 


In many instances a-conscious effort has been mrde to ada ‘pt the services 
of the village to a changing rural-urban relationshiv. Almost entirely dependént 
upon agriculture, these small towns share the lot of the farming community. In 
periods of low farm incomes most of the peovle, businesses, md institutions, 
feel the effects almost as quickly and keenly as the farmers and ranchers. Be- 
cause of the variable rainfall the income of the village-centered community 
fluctuates sharply. . 


North Dakota has 224 incorporated rural villages of less than 500 population 
each. There are..d99. umincorporarted plo os, most of which provide some sorvices 
sto rural people. Thé total popula tion of incorporsited and unincorporated places 

—in North Dakota, with less than 500 population in 1940, was 85,387. Villages 
“with population ranging from 500 to 1,000 ni mierda 62, and the total population 
_of these places was 43,162. Thus tha small] rural ville age “in North Dakota acéounte 
for 9 total of 128,549 in the State's population of 641,935, Only 12 cities In 
“the State have oe than 2,500; in 1540, they ranged in population from 3,747 
GO 02,080, With an average of 11,128 people, Relatively few farm funeress 
depend upon these cities for groceries, marketing, or social life. Total 
population of citios over eee was 155,535 or about the samo as the total of 


all villages under 1,000. ‘hon the oe and ranch familics in the agricultural 
communities that are sorved by villages undor oh a aro added, it is. evident that 
these plates aro the: predominant primary servico ¢ enters for rural pcopvle in 

the Stato. 


As a typical rural village in North Dakot is observed from a distance, as 
a part of tho: landscape, ths most conspicious architectural foatures are a 
group of grain elevators, a church spire of. two, and a "watertower". Brick, 
concrete, stucco, , and wood structures make up the business community. Homes 
ranging from largo, modern, and woll-painted structures to rude, unpainted 
houses are distributed irrogularly along the streots laid out in a rectangular 
pattern. There are a few trees for the stroots and lawns and sometimes a well- 
kept park or "square", A brick combination high-school and grade-school build- 
ing is usually located in the residential area and is.surrounded by well-kept 
grounds, with a ‘place to play ball and other games and with limited playground 
equipmont. Tho village communitics in North Dakota are relatively now, most of 
thom ranging from 40 to 60 years of age, and they give ovidence of the haphazard 
planning‘of fronticr settlement. 
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Here the farm people of North Dakota buy their groceries and work clothes; 
their gas and Sate hardware, lumber, repairs. Here they bank their money, geu | 4 
hair-cuts, and permanents. Here they send their children to school and here 
most of them go to church. Here they dance or “go to a show". Here they 
"visit" on ‘the street, or at the drugstore fountain or the local bar or discuss 
crops, weather, local, State or National politics and the progress of the war, 
Here ‘they dxchange news with ‘their neighbors about those who have gone to war. 


A study of the Ryder Community was made in 1944 to learn the problems 
facing a rural community in wartime, and the place of the small rural community 
in this area, Effort was made to learn in some detail how the community 
functions and something about the impacts of the war upon the life of its people. 

This report presents a summary of data furnished by local people; and 
gained from records regarding cultural backgrounds and values, social sanctions, 
locality groupings, local organization. The appendix contains several tables to 
assist students who would analyze the data further. 


The Community; Its Setting and Values ; 
I A TS LE SS SE TT 
The community setting - The area known as tho Ryder Community has a * 


* % consslr Wananga OSE bat Dea inane ae > ma tar rere aed P oS a 
population of about 1,400 people covering an area of 250 square miles, There 

are some 115 families in the village of Ryder (population 467 in 1940) and about 

235 open=-country families, in an area of slightly more than 7 towmshipse Pad 


Ryder lies about 70 miles south of the Canadian border and 100 miles east 
of Montana, on the vast expanse of the levol-to-gontly-rolling plains typical 
of the Great Northwest, The village is 40 milos southwest of Minot, an important 
shopping, wholesale, and farm marketing conter (population 17,000), and is 4 
miles from the Ward County line. The Ryder community, therefore, extends into 
McLean County, with nearly as many farm families in that county as in Ward (Pig l. 

Barly history of the aroa includes the aboriginal civilization of the 
Hidatsa Indians; the era of explorers, missionarios, hunters, trappers, and 
furtraders; a brief poriod of ronéMfing, Settloment of the locality occurred 
just after 1900 - the thin edge of tho great westward migration reached the 
area just before the turn of the contury, but only ten persons were enumerated 
in the 1900 Census. The population, which was about 1,400 in 1910, increased 
between 1910 and 1930 but has sinco lost this gain. History of the present 
village of Ryder bogan with the coming of the Soo Railroad, in 1906, Many of 
the settlers camo from midwestern states. Scandinavians (predominatly Norwegian) 
were first in number, and the Germanic groups were second, 


Most of the soil in the aroo is productive, when climatic conditions are 
favorable. Low ond variable precipitation, extrome temperatures, end low 
relative humidity charactcrizo the arsa. Mean annual precipitation is about 
16 inches, ranging from 7 inches to 24 inches during the period 1899 to 1939, 
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COMMUNITIES IN WARD COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA AND. 
EXTENSION OF RYDER\COMMUNITY INTO ‘MCLEAN COUNTY 
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Few trees or shrubs are found, except for the plantings on farmsteads and 7 
village streets. The farm enterprises are classified by local people as ‘4 
cash-grain, general and livestock. Farms and ranches range from 160 acres to 

more than 2,000 acres, with the modgl unit approximating 640 acres. . 


Farm and ranch population declined 31 percent between 1930 and 1940 whereas 
the population of the village increased slightly. Heads of the 51 sample house- 
holds selected at random averaged 47 years of age and the average size of house- 
holds is 441, Residence of these families has been relatively stable; about one 
in seven came in with the first settlers and nearly one-half came a few years 
thereafter. Most of the "newcomers" are young families, A high proportion have 
lived in the same neighborhood for many years. Thirty-two out of 40 young 
people 18 years old or over were graduated from high school and ten of these had 
attended college; parents had completed slightly more than 9 grades of school 
on the average. 


The business of the community is agriculture, with the village providing 
marketing facilities and most of the services typical of the small rural towne 
Three strong cooperative enterprises have developed in recent years =~ grain 
elevator, oil and gas, and creamery. Changes in the business community repre- 
sent adjustment to changing needs and modernization of transportation and high- 
vayss; and to the drought and depression of the 1930's or earlier periods of 
low farm:income. Over-capitaliz,zation and over-taxation started during World War I 
and continued for several years. This was being adjusted before World War II 


1g 


and some progress has been made toward a balanced ecomony 


Families cannot always be readily classified by economic status, Most 
of the farm owners rent land and thus are tenants as well as owners. Many 
have known extreme adversity during bad years, perhaps losing their farms; most 
families can remember lean yoars, Many owners and tenants belong to the same 
church or Farmorts Union local and are close friends. Personal qualities and 
relationships seem more important, and the general attitude of neighborliness 
minimizes social distinctions. Farm and non-farm people do not figure as distinct 
groups and people of differont nationalities are integrated through group 
activities which cut across ethnic lines, 


» 


Rural people in the Plains function within thoir. community in domocratic 
waySe Automobiles came while this community was still young so the farmer's 
world expanded beyond his local community before strong patterns of neighbor- 
hood and local community life had stabilizod. Rydor, like other localities in 
Ward County, early developed asa part of a constellation of rural communities 
within the larger service area of Minot. Farm and ranch poople havo contact 
with many city and town people and with other farmers, They are in touch with 
changes and trends, through radio, press, and State college and through their 
farm organization; they arc up-to-date on news and issues, and know ofc urrent 
fancies ond fashions, They accept such idoas as they consider desirable. * 


Institutional life as well as trade, communication, and technology repre- 
sents relationships. of the. community to tho world outside. Customs and tradi- w 
tions, which influence individual behavior, are associated with the organized 
groups in the community. Voluntary association groups indicate the things re- 
garded as important by the people. Much of tho organized community life centers 
in the village, but outside are several voluntary Organ tener rural schools, 
ete 
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schools declined 59 percont from 1930 to 1944, snd the a% 


larger forms. 
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Ryder is a church community; it had 5 village churches and 2 country 


mS) 


churches in 1944, Seventy-three percent of the familics are affiliated with 


some church, and additional families take part in oe or more of tho church 
activitios. Farm end ranch family participation is the same as the distribu- 
tion in the population of tho community. Three ministers live in thé village, 


Serving village and country points; two village churches are served by non- 


resident pastorse Estimated value of all church properties. is about. 935,000, 
and annual budgets total abott | n6 ee The ave rage contribution of families 


-affiliated with a church is “pes; average attendance ratio at worship services 


Ls 60 per hundred. A rae of the various socioc-religious programs Peveals 
that the average number of individual family contacts per month was seven; the 
range was from 8 to l hah bata per month. Programs are based on rather clearly 
defined needs and interests of age and sex groups. . 
Fourteen schools sorved the comunity in 1944 - 4 combine tion grade and high 

school in the village and 13 one-room country schools. me ORT aer in’ country 

of the elementary grades 
in the villago og porcent. . High-school exren ont Aas increasod'9 percent in 


"that time. 'Numbor of country schools went dowry from 19 to 13 and average on- 


rollment declined from 15 to 9. Tho schools ] providéd important éxtra-curricular 
activities for the young people, which have bee Grail value. Farm people think 
of the country school as a,basic institution, but meny ars awaro df the probloms 


- .ereated., by distances, sharply fluctuating onrollmont in tho small unit, general 


decling ,of. school population, mobility of families, and recont tronds toward 
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‘Throe strong Farmers! Union locals aro active. Originelly locals wére 
organized on a township basis, but they now scem to bo adjusting to a rubal- 
neighborhood basis. Members frequontly ‘cross. towmship lines to take part in 
the programs. About 85 percent of the farm and ranch'familios bo plong toa 
locals regular monthly mectings havo a total average bebunac mce estimated at 123 


“persons. Programs are built around basic pila of the Farmer's Union = 


ae 


education, cooperation, and legislation. The.loesls also sponsor youth 
activities for 2 age groups, ond woll- propared graded materials are used, 
Adult leaders devote considerable time to tho, youth organizaticns. 


The State Colloge Extension Service promotes orgamized programs for rural 
women and youth. Three f Homemattor's Clubs and four 4-H Clubs were gctive in 
1944, with total momborships of 62 and 42 rospoctively. Bducational material 
and training for local loaders are provided by the State and county Extension 
Service, and these groups meet monthly. 


The American Legion Post has 36 mombers and tho Woments Auxilinry has 35, 
They moet monthly, their objectives being community servico and oP Staensnip 


education. 


There aro two lodges in tho community. - odd Fellows and Roboceas. Membor~ 
ship in these orders approximatcs 100. The Odd Fellows me obit woe Aly, and, tho 
Rebeccas bi-weekly. Thero were several initiations during thd yon andthe pro- 
grams include social and ni tr eer ACtTLIVItLIS. 
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Other organizations include the Home Economics Club with 22 members, the 
Community. (commercial) Club with 20 members, and theVolunteer Fire Depart- 
mente Most organizations provide social and recreational activities, and they 
are carricrs of tradition and channels of contact with the larger world, 


Community Values = Beneath the outward forms of Pann tess life are the 
value systems of the people that give meaning to their lives, Individuals and. 
groups consciously reveal the things that they regard.as important, in daily 
life, Objectivo observation cf bohavior and factual data about activitics are 
the basis of the following goncralizations:about community valuos: 


Importance of Security end Community Beene - Bocause yoar-to-yoar 
variations of 6or 8 inches of rajnfall may meke the difference between. good 
crops and total failure, the people are eae conscicus", Good land, woll- 
adjusted farm organization and good farming techniques are considered the best 
assurance of security, By his labor o man imparts a portion of his life to 
the soil, and he is daeply attached to the land. Status,is not based exclusively 
on economic considerations, but depends upon practical skills, initiative, 
conservative behavicr, and broad democratic attitudes. 


: ‘2 ri 
Importance of Home Relations - Each family is a social anda work units 
Members must do their share of the work or be considered lazy. This results 
in close psychological integration of the family. It is evidenced in fmily 
trips to town, family ¢hurch attendance, etc; it is reflected in frequent 
gatherings of larger fomily groups, in partnerships between father and son, and 
in the taking over of the father's farm or ranch by the young people, 


* 


Importance of Religion ~ There is little of the puritan or pictist con- 
ception of religion, but neither is- secularizaticn much in evidence. The people 
believe in organized religion and in a religious interpretation of life. ; 
Ninety-six percent of the sample families took part in Some church activity. ; : 


Importance of Neighborliness - Neighborhood visiting, exchange of work 
and neighborhood group activities are very common; noighborliness and hospitality 
are thought of as important virtues. -ilutual aid ad ecoperation with families 
on adjoining. land aro regarded ag moral duties... Good neighborliness flows 
rather froely acrass iain ae: economic, and donominational lines. In this 
way peoplo compensate for a lack of certain other outlets, much as people on 
shipboard discard sccial seas alae and re elalee fore freely with strangorse 

Importance of aceonctirats for Living - Indifference to “book Lode len is 
not as common as formorly and pcople are not satisfied with having their 
children learn only the-three R's, Families outside the crganizoed high-school 
district go to considerable expense to board their young people in towne 
County and village schools. ners activities which hclp to prepare the youth for 
living and for citizenship. ny adults meet rogularly to discuss ahd study 
rural problems. A large seperti of the young people are now going through 
high school. 
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Importance of good Citizonship - Most of the people are aware of the 
duties as well as the rights of citizenship. They believe in, (1) right 
conduct of personal affairs and community relations and (2) active partici- 
pation in local, State, and National politics, They are relatively free from 
provincialism, and keep up to date on current-events and issues. 


" Importance of Personal Industry = A loafer is about the. lowest form of 
life to these rugged and independent people. The frontier tradition of hard 
work as a prerequisite to some measure of security is a basic element in their 
attitudes. They include mental effort in hard work, and have high respect for 
good management, ; 


‘Importance of a Rural Culture - Urbanization has not progressed as far as 
in older and more intensive settlements, It has been retarded by the great 
‘distances, the drought, and the depression, Science and tradition are some- 
what in conflict, and certain philosophic or religious views about the purposes 
and values of life influence the functioning of scientific knowledge. Customs 
-and attitudes indicate a tendency toward a modern agrarianism. 


The Ryder Community in Yartime 
re ne ee ee ee a ee eo 
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‘Effects of the War on the Community - How mugeh has World War II been felt 
in’ this small rural community in the Great Northwest? Outwardly there is little 
evidence of the great struggle in which it has a part, but the community has fdt 
the impact of the war in many wayse Most people have to plan their work care- 
fully, economize time, and work longer hours; they .have less leisure for recre- 
ation. As they are close to*the basic food supply they have felt no critical 
food’ shortages. War requirements have called for only minor, if perhaps annoying 
adjustments at the table. Restrictions on farm machinery, supplies, and 
transportation have created many problems for the farmers and have affected 
‘most of the business firms. A general shortage of labor has been felt especially 
in seasonal farm work. ‘With some important exceptions real incomes have increased 
“through wartime demand for farm products and favorable crop years, These affect 
“some. village families, but not oll. The real incomes of: the community as a whole 
is probably somewhat above the presewar level. Morea intensive use of labor is, 
of course, one reason for the higher’ farm income. 
The trendd® the population since 1930 has been downward, with a decline 
of 26 percent from 1930 to 1940, This decline has continued according to data 
obtained in the survey, but at a slower rate.. The 1930 to 1940 decline was 
‘entirely in the rural farm population, (31 percent); the village population 
‘increased very slightly during the decade. The proportion of total population 
‘under 15 years of age was lower in the Ryder Commmity. than the average for 
North Dakota or for Ward and McLean Counties. There was a notable sex imbalance 
in the community, the ratio being 77 females to 100 males; in the farm population 
the ratio was 73. Age groups most affected are those fram 15 to 44 and 55 and 
over. War has temporarily modified this lack of balance in the younger groupe 
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Vital statistics are not available for the Ryder community but data for the two 
counties in which the community lics may have some significance. The average | 
birth rate per 1,000 population, in Ward and McLean Counties increased 17 per- ° 
cent during the past 2 years. For the rural population (excluding the city of 
Minot) it increased 11 percent. But the composition of the population has 
changod. A decline in marriages in 1942 and 1943 is expected to result ina 
decline in the 1944 and 1945 birthrate. Marriages in the two countics declined 
about 38 percent, reaching approximately the rate that prevailed before 1940. 
Death rates in hese counties increased 18 percent from 1940 to 1943 (North 
Dakota showed an increaso of 15 pereent). Population composition again was an 
important factor. 


Most of the familics have depended upon Minot for shopping, for many ycars. 
To a lesser extent the people in the southern part of the community have shopped 
in Garrison, a town of 1,200 population. On such trips the motion-picture houses, 
recreation places, cafes, and bars aro somotimes patronized. Pre-war habits 
of rather frequent trips to Minot for business .and re laxation, end wartime neads 
for machinery ropairs- and supplies (wherever these can bo obtained) scom to add 
up to approximately the same pattcrn of contacts. Until the autumn of 1943, 
Ryder had a doctor; aftor he left the community has bsen dependent upon doctors 
in Minot or other towns. Only-one Ryder store (hardware) has beon closed = the 
propriotor expected to enter the armed forees.’ A tailor shop was closed for 
the duration, when the proprictor went away for war work. The weekly paper 
was discontinued, in 1943, and moving-picture shows aro no .longer offered 
regularly. Most of the farm familics buy their grocohits in‘ Ryder’ where they 
also patronize elevators, croamcery, and gas and oil establishment and send their 
children to high school, Many tienda church in the village. Most of them buy 
their clothing. in Minot, and other services aro obtained 1y.various communitics. 
‘About half of tho farmors buy thoir hardware and machinory in Rydor, and 3 out 
of 4 who buy fecd:or fortilizor buy there, In general, tho community scems to 
have gbout the game sorvice. contacts as before tho war. More go to Ryder to 
dances, but fewor go thore to.soc moving picturase 


Of the 25 See ae eae in tho Rydor Community, most arc.carrying on with 
little change. In a-fow casos adjustments. havo beon necessary because of war 
.conditionss. Memberships have changed but little, as persons in the armed forees 
and the few others who have gone elsewhere to work usually continue as membors; 
attendance has not changed materially. The absence of the young mon has affected 
the activitics of some a eae shoe | 


The! two types of local organiza tions which are most significant from the 
stqndpoint of participation, are the churches and the Farmer's Union neighbor- 
hood locals, More thm 7 in 10 of the familics aré affiliated with a local 
church, and other families take part in one or moro activitics of these groups. 
Chureh attendance at worship services has not been much changed nor have the =. 
average number of individual family.cmtacts por month, with the church groupse 
Almost the same. proportion of the familios of the communi ty belong to a Farmer's 
Union Local as belong to a church group. Thoir rogular meotings are well * 
sustained; family contacts in.the. Loccls nverage about the same as in the pro- 
war period, 


~ 
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“Extension Homemaker's Clubs*are affected by wartime travel restrictions and 
the fact that farm women re more busy. Training.meetings for lenders cannot 
be held as frequently and attendance at regular meetings is often difficult 
for scattered members. 4-H work is harder to carry on because farm youth are 
busy on the farms and lenders have less tithe, ‘but.it has been remarkably 
successful. One Honem*ker ! s club is at present. inactive. 


The two lodges have’ their regular meetings ond report only slight decline 
in attendance. The American Legion and Auxiliary are also meeting regularly, 
with good interest becayse of war work and war programs. A Women's study club, 
in the village, follows ‘a program of war-time,topics and has had no decline in 
interest or attendance. The small commercial club in Ryder does not now have 
regular meetings because some of the young active business men have gone to war. 


Enrollment in the rural schools and in the elementary grades in the village 
has been going down stesdily for several years, Findings Hi 2achers for these 
“rural schools has been a problem for 2 years, 2nd boards have resorted to some 


“ : . : f : 
emergency certificates, The villaze schools carry on a variety of extna- 


curricular programs; they have commercial courses and pre-flight orionta tion, 
ends there* are special war’ programs in. the schools, — 
* > ? i. 1 
Informal association and cooperation are traditional, and family visiting 
has always been common. Farmers in the commmity report considerable exchange 
of work and most of them believe this has not changed much since the immediate 


J 


pré-war period, About one in four estimate that they exchanged loss in 1943 


tha in 1940; the same proportion oxchangod moré. Most of the present: exchange 


“asin threshing and’ haying, but some farmers report 20 to 30 individual exchanges 


with the five neighbors listed as exchanging most work with them. 


Lending and borrowing machinery and equipment is practice a to a limited 


extent, and labor is sometimes exchanged for the use of:machinery. There is 


some neighborhood exchange and accomodation for trips to. town, transporting of 
-school children and other orr ands, among farm familios, and this is thought to 
have increased during the war, 


The economic situation of individual ferm familics and business firms is 


beset by many hazards, and sometimes changes rapidly. Stern roalitios of the 


agricultural hazards in the area were dramatized in what .this locality calls 

the “threadbare thirties", A charactoristic optimism of the farm people was 
severely tosted by successive crop failures, after a long period of low farm 
prices. Farming was unprofitable for several yoars, and farm tonancy and 
mortgage foreclosure mounted. Then came the rolatively favorable yoars - 1939 
to’ 1944, “Payment in full for a good farm, with a single yoar's crop, was not 
unknown, A tenant in the Ryder community, in ‘ear the landlord's share of 

the 1943 crop (ong-fourth), was reminded that 2 years ago ho had a chance to buy 
the whole improved farm for less than the mount of this check, Many tonants 
have bought farms during the last 3 or 4 years and ownors have bought additional 
land as an investment or to make their units mors stable, War-time demands for 
farm products have thus beon a factor in the shift toward operator ownership. 


«lea 


Twonty-one farm operators have moved off farms in the community since . 
1940 - 10 retired, 5 moved to farms in other communitics, 2 wont into war work, s 
2 wont into nonagricultural work. Ono farmor died, snd information was not 
available for another. Fourtcon of these operators wore owners, ,and 7 wero 
tenants. Twolvo oporntors started farming in the cormunity during this poriod = 
6 camo from farms in other communities, 4 were now farmors,:1 was a professional 
men, ond 1 was from a partnership. Six of the 12 operators bought farms and 5 
rentod; information was not obtained on ono new farmor. The diffcrencso between 
the number coming in, and the number going out of agriculture, represents the 
establishment of larger farms. Information about: the increase in size of farms 
was not obtained for all oporstors, but 34 selectod at random may indicate 
what changes were made. Fourteon, or about 40 percent, increased their combined 
acroage more than 5,000 acres:- an average of 365 acros. Of this additional 
land, 4,000 acres was bought by the operators. Only one reduced his unit - by 
relinquishing 320 acres of rented land. Good crops ond wartime demand hav 
combined to increase the income of farmers decidedly and to encourage bevel to 
expand, in saute neem buying additional -land, 


New lcaders have come. tothe foro in tho community organizations during the 

war, but responsibility is generally given to londers in tho various groups 

and to key people who have had experience with organized community activities, 
Coordination botween organizations is informal, The same people are involved, 
to a largo oxtent, and this face-to-face acquaintance of leaders and families 
helps to integrate the community. Leadership is about as before. the war, but 
people have been.drawn closer together by solicitude for the young people who 
are in the service and by the common war effort 


Organized War Activities - Information about production goals andra tioning * 
ofumachinery has been distributed by County AAA and OPA through community ccm- 
mitteos, nowspapers, snd the radio, County. Zxtension Services give information 2 
on farm practices, using individual or group contacts as well as genoral lotters,y 
radio and nowspapors. ; . 

Information about war activities was thus carried to families md individuals 
through several established organizations, as well as through new channels. Com~ 
munity action was informally organizcod in many of the programs, with different 
groups participating. In the threo types of salvage drives 60 percent reported 
recoiving information from 2, 3, 4 or 5 sources; in the war loans 65 percont 
recoived information from 2 on hore sources; in 3 war fund drives the average 
receiving information from 2 or moro:sourcgs was 55 percent of all families it 
participating. There were probably other unidentified channels of information 
and it is unlikely that any member of a houschold could eyaluate the -various. 
sources of information for the wholo fa ainidloy Individual leaders were «second Rint 
in importance in all‘programs, with organized groups and neighbors less im- G 
portant. Most of the individual leaders were Neighborhood War Service Leaders’ 
of the Cotmty Agricultural Extension organization. . 


a 
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Edué¢ational material come.from several sources.s Tho Hxtension Serivee was 
reported as most important by the largest number of fomilios, md radio and 
newspapers came nexte 
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County committees responsible for specific war-related activities and the 
County Agricultural Extension Service helped to coordinate the local leaders and 
groups. The latter made use of organized Extension groups and other organizations 
as well as the Neighborhood War Service Leaders appointed in 1942, Working 
relationships between local groups were often informal, and informal groups and 
individual citizens sometimes played imnortant parts, Most programs of the 
Extension Service and other agricultural agencies were adjusted to the war 
effort of rural people, and the local leaders and groups have apparently made 
good use of these facilities, 


Local dts eteney educational, and social organizations have helped emphasize 
the importance of the war programs. This contribution is difficult to measure. 
fn example. of the: way the organizations respond to the war isfurnished by one 
church in Ryder. <A weekly mimeographed letter written by a special committee, 
and another by the minister, are mailed to those in the armed forces (on Easter 
Sunday in 1944 the church service flag held 40 stars). Packages are sent to 
them, from time to time. Letters sy ia from them are read at the regular 
worship service, .1, every service a prayer hym, written by an English parent 
of a sdldier, is. sung by the sonra ott: The sincerity is very real and it 
is difficult to estimate the significance of this bond between the soldier, 
sailor, or marine, and the folks at home, both for him. and for them. 


The rural schools have carried several war programs. Successful scrap metal 
drives have been made by school children. Some teachers have had part in bond 
drives and all have sold war savings stamps, They have helped in Red Cross 
drives, community chest and USO campaigns. The aggrogate direct results of such 
activities have been considerable, and they give the pupils a sense of parti-. 
cipation and responsibility. The sciools in the village of Ryder have taken 
active part in bond drives, stamp sales, and soveral salvage drives. During 
the serap iron drives high schcol boys were excused from classes to help with 
the collection. The Ryder schools: have sponsored 3 immunizations for school: 
and preschool children, and the Patch tost was administered to high school pupils 
in 1943, F 

Information about the war-time programs came to tho Farmer's Union Locals 
from the county organization, from the Extonsion Service, AAA and War Boards. 
These jobs were discussed by the people end leaders and families took part. 

Two of the Locals have recently béen working ‘on tho ‘eo tabsli shmo nt of a “soll 
conservation district, and all lave close Working relations with other or- 
ganizations wd with county agencies. Because of tho high percentago of farm peop! 
belonging, the Locals aro sensitive to the probloms and needs of..the: cofmunity, 
and play an important educational role for both adults and rural 3 youths \t e, 


Meetings of the ‘Ryder community club have not been regular, and eke Genie 
has been rather loosoly orgs anized the past 2 ycars. Tho. County Defonse Council 
suggested organization of, a local community council, but this has not, yor uf 
materialized. Business mon have worked together arora ly: on jobs that. needed ; 
to be donee They have taken part individually and collectively in war-time: 
drives, and one of tho businessmon has served as chairman of war lom campaigns 


and other drivose 
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In addition to their study projects tho, Homemaker's clubs sponsored or took 
part in 2 varicty of community and war-time activitios including one or more of 
the following: immunization clinics for school and pre-school age groups, home 
nursing, group purchase of war bonds, cash donations to Red Cross, Red Cross 


sowing and knitting, donations to a children's homo, study of alion Relocation 


Centers, donations to USO. They sponsored first aid training, andthe victory 
garden program; they sont letters and packages to men and women in the armed 
forces,took part in the March of Dimos, Russian Relief, Salvation Army, ‘and 
other weet oe Nonmembors help in some of “these malig projects. Many of the 
members of the clubs 2lso served as Neighborhood Leaders, assisting with Ex- 
tension servico jobs in their own neighborhoods. As an example of the kind of 
work done by 4-H clubs last yoar, ono of the 4-H girls won a war bond for am 
outstanding victory garden. A visit to the oxhibits at one of the SHnBe Fairs 
shows that 4-H work has been a significant war-time program. 

Activitios havo been sponsored by the American Logion Post and the Women's 
Auxiliary as practical community and wartimo programs. The Legion Post. sponsors 
a bascball toam, participates in the "Boy's Stato" programs, (last year. sending 
a local boy to the State meeting) made school awards for scholarship and 
citizenship, held parties for inductees, otc. Activities of the Women's 
Auxiliary included donations of money and cigarottes to-the Vetorans Hospital, 
sending Christmas .boxes to those in the armed forees, helping sick veterans and 
their familics, meking donations to Red Cross ond Peas and taking wage in the 
"Boyts State" program. ; 

In most cases the war activit ties aro his shly, personal, Reine desc acieg to the 
young people from tho community who are’ serving their countrys Mony. families 
know them all porsonally md feel a dcop intotost: in their wolfare,.’ This 
solicitude of the comnunity is considsrod to nayo a ‘moral’ valus for those who 
are fighting - a-sort of spiritual "defense in dopth" Por- tho:-fighting mon. 
Moreovor, tho whole community shares, in the anxioty and sorrow ‘of familios whose 
sons none boen wounded, imprisoned, or killed in zction, ‘Such. community parti- 
cipation in the war, in small rural communitics, is highly significant to the 
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‘Family and -Neighborhood Life in Wartime - Effects 
On Family. < et Saas and Pa mbioipe Uyce 
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* Family: and noighborhood. 2ife 2n ‘this community heave somo of. the saan 

of "the clock in tho thundorstorm"; bohavior patterns show a notable constancy. 
The significance of this characteristic should not be underestimated. The 
people are accustomed to making frequent adjustments and improvising to meet 


changing situations. This has an important part in the basic stability of 


family and neighborhood life in the Ryder community in ‘wartime. In interpreting 
the effects of the war on family. and noighborhood life, it-is essential to 
recognize this basic quality. é . 


The men who have joined the armed forces from the 51 sample families range 
in age from 16 to 30, Only 1 is under 20; 8 others are under 25; and 4 are 
over 25, Three families sent 2 sons each into the armed services and 7 others 
sent l each. These families all had one or two other sons between 14 and 28 
years old at home at the time of the survey, The heads of these families range 
from 45 to 68 years, only 3 being under 60, Thus the effective labor force on 
these farms was reduced at least one-third, depending somewhat on the age of 
the head. Young men who went into military service were not from the smaller 
farms, But apparently only a few farmers and ranchers in the community were 
obliged to reduce operations. Other family labor and longer work days did the 
job, Between 1940 and the spring of 1944 two other male members of the sample 
families, 18 to 24 years of age, left home, Thus the male children leaving the 
farms. and ranches during this period average almost 3 for every 10 farm families, 
approximating one-third of the manpower in SO percent of the farm-family units. 
Most families had larger incomes in 1943 than in 1940 - 44 out of 51 report 
higher. incomes, 3 report lower incomes; and 4 report no charge. Village and 
farm families were not far apart in this respect. The increases are partly 
due to war. time demand for agricultural products and partly to good cropSe 
The extent to which estimates represent real income is wncortain. Price changes 
and income tax are thought to have been considered, and the estimated increase 
may approximate increases in real income in most cases. Incomes.in 1940 were 
moderately good; yet estimated increases range from 5 percent to’ 125 pereent, 
nada PIES inereases from 1940 to 1943 are as follows 


° 


100 percent or Wits increases - 3 families 
_50°- 99 percent increases - 5 families . 
40 - 49 percent increases . - 4. fomilies 
30 ~ 39 percent*increases . ‘* = 8 families ‘. 
20 - 29 percent increases . + -16 families 
10 - 19 perecont increas ‘eine hoe ses 
| Loss than 10 percent ineresses - 1 family ; 
‘ Same as 1940 y pone. - 4 fomilies 
; Less than 1940 -° ae: 


.families 

Some farmers have bought’ end paid for farms‘ and many others have invested 
substantially in war bonds, indicating availoble investment funds.. Much of 

the living on farris is, from home-produced food, especially among the farm, 
people. No* attempt was mado to learn the value of all home-produced food or 

the different kinds of food produced in ficld, lot, and garden, “General 
estimates were obtained regarding what. proportion of meats and.vegetables for 
table use were home. produced, Twenty-six’ out.of 35 farm and ranch familias 
produced all meats, and 8’ produced about three-fourths. | Even village families 
produced one-fourth to three-fourths of their meat, in several cases, Twenty- 
nine out of 51 familios grew all their vogetablos, and littld- differance. is 
shown between ‘Wwillage ond farm fomilies Only 3 families report producing as _ 
little as orie- --fourth of their yee ecepiealorns Proportions of these foods .produced ~ 
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at home were as follows; 


* 
MEATS ‘ 
1943 , is 1940 
100 percent ~ “26 ,fomi lids sant 26 fomilics 
75 percent 9 families 6 fomilies 
50 percent 3 familics 5 familics 
29 percent "S families 4 families 
None 10 familias 10 families 
VEGETABLES 
100 percent ‘27 families , 29 familics 
75 percent IV ‘families 18 familics 
50 percent ue Th meen Te ers 3 familics 
25- percent 4h PomviTes 1 family 
Nono* . 1 family QO familics 
No significant diffcronco can bo sedn botwoon 1940 « and 1943; the latter 
was a favorablo ye and some families report o erdnter-tiennorné Ll surplus of 
vogotables. 
Wartime changes in the activity of those familios in programs of formal ‘ 


organizations are negligible.” Chmges in ago of children ond youth and of the 
heads of the familics, health, cconomic and psychological factors, have thoir 
influence. Comparison of 1943 with 1940 shows practically only the changes 4 
due to the family life cycle of other normal s ocial factors. Averaging the 

church activities in which thése familics took part,’ for exampic, 86 porcont 

was the same as before the war. Activity iw Farmer's Union Locals was 89 

percent constant. Some took’ more part, whoroas others ‘took loss, in both 

church ond Farmer's Union, Activities sponsored by schools, American Logion, 
Lodge, Extension workers and other formal activities show stable participation. 


Participation in informal activities - such as clubs, parties, moving” 
pictures, dances + has not changed matcrially. Less than half the ‘pane talg 
reported taking part in any of those activities, ahd a majority of these thought © 
they took about the same part as beforo, A few mord reported increased parti- 
cipation than'a decrtase. The 16 fomilics reporting attendance at picture shows 
averaged 10 a year; 9 families attending dances averaged 9 a years; “and 21 
attending parties or neighborhood clubs averaged 9 2 year; thus these activities © 
were relatively wiimportant among th’eso” Pani 1tws "elem pene with organized group 
activities and‘ informal visiting, eye CATE A OEY Se fez ke 


Family visiting was slightly loss the dast year than ‘in 1940, “Pifty per- 
cent of the familics estimated that visiting has not changed; 38 percent - 
estimated less; ll percent estimated more. But family visiting during 1943 was 
considerable. To give a picture of the visiting pattorns, 255 familios were 
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listed by the 51 sample families. Estimated average number of visits by re- 
porting families to each listed family was 23 a year, or about 2 per month - 
usually rather brief and informal visits of individuals to nearby neighbors, 
but frequently family visits. Fifty-two percent of the listed families lived 
less than 2 miles away; 33 percent lived 2 to 4 miles away. In this sparsely 
settled area these distances represent approximately the miles to the nearest 
neighbors, 21 percent of the listed families were related to the reporting 
families. 


A majority of the families formerly made trips to other points; some ata 
considerable distance. Thirty-two families reported on such travel before the 
wor. 63 percent made trips to visit friends cr relatives from 1939 to 1941, 
averaging about 5 per family. Fifty-four of the 81 trips were less than 100 
miles, but 14 were to points 400 to 1,000 miles away, Twelve of the families 
(about one-third of those reporting) had travelléd for reersation to points at 
some distance. Such trips averaged about 10 for each family traveling for 
recreation during 1939-41. Most were to points less than 100 miles away, but 
some were several hundred miles ~- three trips were to points 2,000 miles distant. 
Such long trips have been mostly discontinued during the war. Trips of 40 to 
60 miles, occasionally taken, usually combine business and pleasure, 


Face-to-face meeting is the most characteristic of neighborhood groups but 
here they are frequently community-wide, especially in town-country relationships, 
Through service contacts and organized group activitios, farm and village 
families are often closoly associated. In the Ryder community most of the intra- 
community contacts can be regarded as primary, and as rolativoly stable during 
the war. Ryder is ono of sovoral rural villages in tho larger Minot servica 
areae Distanco, highways, available sorvicos and purchasing power, as well as 
the culture of the area, are factors in the secondary contacts, as contrastod 
with contacts within rural noighborhocds and in the villago of Ryder, Fourtoen 
of the most common services were studied, Thoy are not all comparable and do 
not represent equal intonsity of contacts but they indicate something about the 
community integration. 4verage depondence of the sample familics upon Ryder for 
groceries, for example, is 83 percent. #ydor, Ryder and Minot, Ryder and Rose 

glen, or Ryder and Garriscn account for most of the grocorics. Rydor gots the 
major part of this trade whore Minot, Rosoglon or Garrison is included with 
Rydore About 95 percent depend upon Ryder exclusively for clovator, oil and gas, 
and creamery, Giving cqual weight to all sorvicos, about 61 porcont of all 
ecntacts for any of tho sorvicos arc with Rydore Sovonty-two percont are with 
Ryder or with Ryder and Minot. Some of the 14 servico contacts including churoh, 
Extension, Farmer's Union, grocorios and other sorviccs arc, of courso, within 
the community arca but outside of tho village of Ryder. A slight chango from 
1930 and 1935 can bo noted, partly because of improved highways. 


Commercialized recreation has never been very important as the community 
is too small to support it well. Noarly all programs make provision, consciously 
or unconsciously, for sociability, Much of the sociability is connected with 
necessary trips tc town, or with farm work and the exchange cf work or equipmm t. 
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Only about two-fifths of the families repart attending motion pictures - : 
outside of the community during the year - about the samo number as report . ; 
attending any pictures. the recreational pattorn is. ‘much as, before -the | war, 
but.whon Ryder had ssa picture shows, attendance gun « the village was.more 
froquont. a ate me : 


The endl, Ppt | Pama farm-and-home WAS of. work are mos tly unchanged, 
except the young members of the family now do more work, and the heucemiaeene | 
are more likely to be doing many kinds of work outside the home. The farm is 
generally considered a family enterprise. 1t takes long hours to get the work 
done, and slack periods are now few and short.= the usual ‘seasonal intervals 
of relative leisure are. subs‘ Pap aa reduced. . a ve ES lee 


“With sons and neighbor 's sons in lands scattered over the glove, there is 
naturally a real sense .of participat tion in the war effort and an interest in 
the issues of the war. ahs the concept of the world as a community . in war and 
peace is still somewhat vague at present, there is a new awareness of the larger 
world ‘and of their relationship to it. 
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Table 1. Percentage distribution of the rural population in the Ryder 
Community compared with McLean and Ward Counites, North Dakota 
and the United States 


Under 15 years 


Ryder Community 28.7 44.5 
Farm 29.7 43.7 
Nonfarm : aoe 46.2 

McLean Co. Rural Sheik 44,5 
Farm went 44.8 
Nonfarm Se 44.1 

Ward Co. Rural 50.35 44,0 
Farm Bie 44,3 
Nonfarm 30.4 re 

No. Dak. Rural 30.8 44.8 
Farm Dood 44,9 
Nonfarm C056 44.6 

U.S. Rural 29.8 45.4 
Farm Sa, 45 0D 
Nonfarm Cae Bahaues 
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Table 2.- Length o 


County 
>is 40 years or more 
3Q 6 49 ‘years 
£0 tO 29 yaers 
lu Ge Lo -yveans 
; Less than 10 years 
Community 
Laas, 40 years or more 
50 to 39 years 
oU GO jae years 
10 to 19 years 
Less thah 1O years 
Neighborhood 
40 years or more 
00 to 69 years 
BU GO. <9 years 


10 to 19 years 
Less than 10 years 
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1940 Census 


15-44 year 45-64 years 


familie 
families 


families 
families 
families 
families 
families 


families 
families 
faniliss 
families 
families 


65 and over 


end in neighborhood - 
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Table 3. = Vital statistics McLean: and Ward Counties 
and North Dakota 


: . Immediate Pre-war and war years 
County and State data ae —_ eee Eee 
1940 ; 1941 * 1942 * 1943 
feLean County 
Birthrate per 1,000 Blen 24.69 (aye Bist 
Verriages per 1,000 6.8 6.7 504 Dek 
Death rate per 1,000 8.4 8.5 726 10.3 
Ward County 
Birthrate per 1,000 
Rural farm and nonfarm 23.3 Loe 24.5 24,0 
Minot City las e165 2604 2740 
Total rural & urban 2Leo ron Orie 2080 2000 
Marriages per 1,000 8.0 Ted del Sel 
Death rate per 1,000 el 8.2 8.4 iy 


North Dakota 


Birthrates per 1,000 leit eled 2500 2506 
Marriages per 1,000 6.5 6.95 Ded De6 
Death rate per 1,000 Be2 8.7 865 9.6 
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Table 4. - General social data about 


«Pl. 


Average length of reside 


ce of 


families in community (in years) 


Average number of moves per 
family the past 10 years 


Average size of family 


Average number years school 
grades completed by heads 


Average number per family 


in armed forces 


Average number per family 
engaged in war work 


Average proportion of 


produced in 


Average proportion of vege- 
tables produced in 
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if. 46 families residing in community in 1940 as well as in 


1944, 
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nme ee ee 


ol sample families 


1944 : 1940 
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Table 5 - Service patterns as indicated by 51 sample familics 
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e e 
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Service Patterns : maken : ee 
Community ' Community 
ee 1 1 re poles a rond Leak 
Percent of services recgived : 9 2 ) 2 read at 2 2 2 
inside and outside community : 4 + 3 fs) : 4 4 5 3 
: 4 0 5 0 t 4. 0 5 0 

i ne -: ee ES 
aroccries 82.7 .81.4 86.0 87.5 17.3 18.6 14.0 12.2 
Clothing 16.1 16.4 ote a lee 850.9 83.6 2.8 78 
fordware & machinery Shee 086.9 ° 61.8 66.8 aieG) 49.1" (S8s2) Sae 
Feed, Seed, fertilizer 86.4 86.4 84.7 88.9 13.6 15,6 156d Lal 
Physician 20.8 ‘61,6 67.1 6662 yoee 160.4 (32.9 33.8 
Tigh School thet Biel “D555 9545 8.3 55 Bele Ged, 
thurch  1/ WS 70s 74,8 | 1148) 22. 50,0. 28,2; 28,2 
iovies Doe AS~6.9 42,6 42.6 S70 Pause SulieiZe Oe: 
Dances Deed OO.) » Pant Dee 1 4007 <4695r 646.5 275 
Extension Service and 

4-H Club vs 41,7 38.5 85.6 5506 08,0 61.5 44,4 44,4 
Farm Organization a7 45.7 44,0 52.6 52.9 4.3 BGO 74 a 
Slevator, oil and gas tied) ese0. 100,0°° 100,09 ras eee 0 0 
‘reamery Meo 2065 = - 968 Dee” Sie ~ 


./ Read "In village" and “outside village" instead of inside commumity and 
outside community. 
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Table 6 - Visiting and exchango of labor - 51 sample 
families i/ 


oe 


Average number of times during tho past twolvo 
months that one or more membefs of the family 


Average numbor 


Visited another family Ze 
Was visited at home ah 
Exchangeod labor Te 


er erie rr ied ere 
i/ Five specific noighbor families with whom thoy had most contact were 


listed by -.oach sample family, and recorded data are for those listed 
femiliocs only. 


Table 7, Percentage comparison of visiting and oxchange of 
work and of machinery - 51 sample familios 
: Before the war : 15 = 20 
: (1940) : years ago 
Fomily participation : : 


*, Pers Pers » Pers. Pere -s°Poere + Por= 
*s cent :+ cent «= cent S.eGnu +: cant 
: More. : Samo. =. Less; Moro : Samo : Less 


Q 
(@) 
is} 
ct 


Were home visits in 1944 LO £3 47 ras) ide) 52 
Was work exchanged in 1944 bl 48 ra 8 Me 81 
Were loans and borrowing in 1944 13 53 . 34 e) rahe, fas 


oe ees pee 


= 04— 


Table 8 - Formal participation - 51 Sample families 


. 
. 


Formal Organizations of the : : : 1944 compared with 
Community , : Percent Attending :. : 1940 (given percent) 
> More! 1/3, -?Loss ‘None: t : 
‘than * to * than : * More : Same : Less 


BY Sieg) fos ie Sa i Sa : : : 


Church, Worship servico, adults 08.35 Coeic cP er 12.2 77.6 10,2 


Church, Sunday School, Adults Roee- coas 6.9 - Sel Shep Tel 
Church, Ladics Benevolent Soc. 64.7 2504 Live) ia Lise 88.2 ~ 
Church, Young Pooples Org. 60. 3305 Gell) wos ~ 100, 0 - 
School, PeTeAs @) 2506 7404 7 0 100,0 

School, Clubs & Socictias - ~ - “ Ge 9 82.8 16,3 
4-H Clubs 100.0 - ~ -- “ 100, 0. nee 
Womon's or Mother's Clubs 100,0 - - = - 100.0 - 
American Legion - 100, - - - 100.0 ~ 
Extension Scrvico - Women 12.5 12.5 756 - - 100.0 - 
Lodges - Men - 206 15. - 20» 75 - 
Lodges - Women ~ 28.8 Ties - 14.3 85.7 - 
Farmers! Union 2000 16.7 6505 - 5.7 83.35 10. 


Tablo 9 = Informal participation - 51 sample familics 


2. 
Oo 


3 : Avorage number of: 


Informal ¢ Percent : times parti- : This yoar compared 
Activitics :Participated : cipated in : with 1940 
Sean Abas : 1943 : 


puMords eSeme o«. Leasys 
Attendance at 

school programs 

by families 56.9 5e3 6.9 82.8 10,3 


Neighborhood clubs 
parties affairs by 
adults 41.2 8.6 20,0 75.0 5.0 
Dances by adults 17.6 9.0 - 80.0 20.0 


Movies by familics 51.4 8.9 16.7 66.7 L667 
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Tablo 10, - Churches in tho Ryder Community 


Characteristics of Churches 


of churches by sccts: 
Lutherans 
Prosbyterian 
Catholic 

Holiness 


Number with resident pastor 1/ 
Number without residont pastor 1/ 


Number 


Average number of Sundays per month worship 


of churches with full-time pastor 


servicos wore held 


Value of church property 


Average amount contributed yoarly to 
pastor's salary 


Average Amount of church budgot 


Number 


of formal organizations or 


activities sponsored by the churches 
in the community 


Number 


of non-sponsored moctings held in 


churches 


Total attendance 


Numbor 
the 


Number 


Village 
Open~country 


of non-church organizations using 
church as a regular meoting place 


of activities sponsored by the 


churches for the entire community 


1/ Pastors serve "yoked" churches. 


$675. 
921 


22 


¢. 1940 L955 $ 
3 3 2 
2 ze 2 
‘a 1 1 
n £ a 
5 5 5 
o 2 a 
0) O 0 
Deo 35456 346 
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$650. $650. 650, 
920. 920, 920. 
20 
gO) 
500 
200 
300 
3 
be 


12 


ie 
. 


Ths SEE Pamerri)5 045., ee Sine 
‘ ainda ee 
ral " t 
ae a eats : 
| | > 1, i 
r as he 5 Pee axed Vy Ee ' \ es 1 SS 
BS 4 RN 
” Pe 3 2 i . . Me ae Va a, 
14 ; ¥ cel a a en ee Ae hep tee atli Sep Be . 
: ‘ ‘ | | 
. pes + : 
4 y z ) 
: oe I ' 
; ; . i 
Bey 
* 
| { 
* “ " 
1 
y 
4 ‘ 
5 f fe ‘4 
ot - } a a } 
' het 4 . 
oy 
‘ . 
. ye 
: i : 
| | / 
urh 
i ® \ ; 
‘ 
‘ 
. ; - mA 
i y : 
~ oe ~ | ; . 
; re . 
' ¥ ‘ 
| . 
* < ane . Bi y 
tae , t 
| j : " ee i 
- ia 3 
. . 
i 4 } 
. - ” i 
‘ Toa 
1 i. . : 
| ¢ 9 , 
+ ‘é td 
7] 
=. ' ‘ ' 1 ‘ ‘ 
¢ 
. 
e ’ 
; a a Soya, 
: ye 
= » : 
: : 
| ' 
A Cs 
* 
1 t ‘ 
X ae P 
it - : ; ; 
] o 
* sd * ; 
. X 
é 
: . ny 
. 
j 
' | ri 
f * my" i 
y x ¥ ‘ | 
“ a \. 
; ‘ 
‘ . | 
i] f ; 
1 ba] 
y : ; ; 
Ary s ty) ie, 
, ,, s A 
_ » 4 
| ‘ i a «Lah 
: i, ao, tien 
‘ ‘ :. | 
a sc) 
an J . ; | 
WV 
sh ‘aa eek. 
‘ ‘ / ; r aves, rd 
tee lle ines Pn : - aie» . | 
1 a * a - pes Pele oe ae ee Peich ttinalin’ sheets 4 ; 
. , . " fn) ae : 
. . ar Nite ar ee ee 
. : ‘ . | , ‘ 7 : 
Rit s ¥ : yu SS a wren Bo Ce 
: hae ch | y\F Tee We Tm, 2 ees a a te hh A Ly 
ad ‘ ; 


Mi 


-2O=— 


Table 11. - Momborship and attendance of churches in 
: Rydor Community 


LT A A SN SN SS RS a = 


Community : 1944 : 1940 : 1935 Y 1930 1/ 
, : : ; : 
Village Centered Churches (5) e ‘ 
Total memborship 461 489 489 489 


Average Attondanco 305 346 346 346 
Ae Village 
Membership 205 202 202 202 
Attendance 164 153 153 153 
Percent attendanco 80.0 75.4 7504 7504 
Be Open Country 
Membership 206 284 284 284 
Attendance 194 EIS 193 193 
Pereent attendance 74.6 6749 67.9 67.9 
Open Country Churchos (2) 
Total membership 240 241 241 241 
Average Attendance dg) 185 185 185 
Percent attondance 708 76.7 76.7 1607 


—— = 


AVA Estimated by local leaders. 


Table 12, - Participation in difforent types of church activities 


. e . ° 
. ° . 


: No. ; Total : Average : 
: Churches ; Mombcrship :Mcetings por: Average 
Pav ix : having : : year : Attendance 

Sunday Schools 6 250 4] 29 
Young People's Societies Sr, 2 200 Ie 95 
Young People's Societies Jr, 1 70 le 40 
Lutheran Daughters AS 20 04. a5) 
Ladies Aid 6 210 18 32 
Missionary Society l 70 52 40 
Men's Chorus ii 20 52 20 
Ladies! Choir 1 10 52 10 
Young People's Bible Class iL 20 52 20 
Men's Brotherhood i 80 6 60 
Junior Choir’ 1 15 52 15 
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Table 13. - Schools in the Ryder Community 


(Se ae 


ee a ees eee ee 


e e . s 
. e 


: 1943-1944-;3. 1940-1941 ; 1935-1936 ;: 1930-1931 


oe 


id 
. 


Number of grade schools 
in the comunity 13 1“ bay 19 


Number of combination 
high school and grade 


schools ihe Sims 7 1 1 
Number of high school 
teachers 4. A 4 4 
Male 2 A 2 2 
Female 2 fe 2 2 
Number of teachers 19 at 23 26 
Ratio of teachers to pupils 16,4 18.5 6000 26.20 


Number of teachers with 

emergency certificates 3 hi O 0 
Number of months in school 

year 9 oS 9 9 


ae Ryder Special District (Includes village and farm area. ) 


Table 14. = Enrollment in the schools in the 
Ryder Community 


e 7 
. 


; : One-room ; Village grade : Village He S. : Total 

: Nas country : : . 

: : schools F 2 x : : : 

f Leas Sea e 7 e . e 

‘ * No: Fam's : From : From :-From : From : From : From 


$ : sremrstd :Comtry:Village :Country:Villa ge :Qountry:Village 


1943 - 1944 


LotaL Enroliment 16 119 64 14 60 63 34 196 94 


1940 - 1941 


Total Enrollment 14 141 78 15) 92 65 Nie: Bed 107 
1935 - 19356 

Total Enrollment 17 199 96 20 91 76 30 Ad et tou 
1930 - 1931 


Total Enrollment 19 289 co 48 73 49 40 586 ie 
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Table 15. - Social and Economic Organizations 


Cumulative membership and attendance 1944 - 1945 : 1940 ~ 1941 Vv 
: : 
Total number of organizations iv Ly 
Total membership in the community 544 ‘551 
Adult 460 451 
Male ge 252 
Female Cad 274 
Youth (under 20 years of age) 84 100 
Male 57 53 
Female 32 47 
Total number of meetings held 241 229 
Average attendance at regular meetings 463 450 


VY Estimate 


Table 16, - War-related program of social and economic organization 


. es 
e e 


War-related programs : 1944 : 1940 
Pre-war organizations 18 18 
Number of activities the organizations 
sponsored or participated in awe 37 - 
War-created organizations fe) - 


Number of activities the organizations 
Sponsored or participated in - - 


Number of organizations which sponsored 
activities for the entire community is - 


ee nee ec enh epson emesrunrneepsantnneiniinr onesies cen 
1/ Cumulative. 
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